CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT: AQA

2. Consider the interpretations of the site with which you have been provided. To what extent does your study of the site suggest it is a valid interpretation? 
(12 marks)
Target Comprehending, Analysing and Evaluating Interpretations and representations (AO3)

Candidates either submit no evidence or fail to address the question 	0

Level 1 Basic Comprehension/description.    An answer that shows one or more of the following skills:  the ability to extract relevant information from the evidence.									1-3 marks
E.g. most of Conwy Castle’s walls and towers are still standing so we can see what it looked like. It has a long shape because of the rock it is built on. Inside the walls were rooms like a big hall. We know this because of what is left. Some of the rooms
had fireplaces like the drawings show and we can see where they were. The walls of Conwy Castle are very thick. It has eight towers and a big gateway.

Level 2 Simple Understanding.   
An answer that shows one or more of the following skills: 
the ability to: Make supported inferences, identify fact or opinion, draw simple conclusions about the validity of an interpretation, explain simply how the interpretation came about, explain simply the reasons why the interpretation
may not be the only one that could be put forward and draw simple conclusions about the past using the interpretation and own knowledge.         
                                                                                                              4-6 marks
E.g. a lot of the stone work of Conwy Castle still exists and from this we can tell… Drawings like those of Sorrell are based on what we can still see that the castle looked like… Much of the castle would have been made of wood, however,  especially internal walls, roofs and upper floors. This wood has rotted and is no longer there. However from things like stone supports (corbels) and foundations we can reconstruct what the rooms would have been like. Sorrell has used the corbels to tell him where roof supports had been and so he drew the shape of the roof. Sorrell couldn’t tell everything, however. He couldn’t be sure about furnishings at this castle or always what a room was used for so he may have made mistakes such as

Level 3 Developed understanding.  An answers that shows understanding of the issues involved in evaluating and using an interpretation by explaining one or more factors in some depth such as the purpose or motives of the owners, how the interpretation was arrived at, the intended audience, conclusions as to the validity of the interpretation, the usefulness or limitations of the interpretation or the conclusions to be drawn about the past using the interpretation and own knowledge.					7-9 marks
E.g. Sorrel’s drawings have a lot of validity as they are mostly based on the physical remains at Conwy that can be seen and reasonable assumptions about what features must have been there in the 13th Century. This works best for big features such as wall foundations or roof supports where there are physical remains to guide us. We are less clear, however, about movable things, decorations and hard and soft furnishings. Here, however, Sorrell and historians he worked with like Arthur Taylor
may not have just imagined things, but could have based their ideas on evidence such as… Some features in the drawing seem surprising though and don’t fit with other evidence. The position of the east window and detailing over the fireplace don’t
match with the remains I observed at the site. Also there is room for argument over whether the Great Hall was subdivided into three smaller rooms or was one big one as Sorrell shows. Many castles typically have no divisions of their hall, but at Conwy we see remains of three fireplaces. This suggests the room may have been divided as the historian Taylor argues.

Level 4 Complex Understanding
An answer that arises out of level three and shows a complex understanding of the interpretation by integrating in a sustained explanation all three of analysis of meaning of the interpretation, an assessment of its usefulness and
validity and the limitations of the interpretation and an application of knowledge to test the interpretation in context including how the owner arrived at the particular interpretation. 						10-12 marks

E.g. in many ways Sorrell is popularising history in his drawings to add interest for casual visitors and this may give him some licence to add imagined decoration and furnishing to his pictures. However, given evidence from other records such as...
We can see that Sorrell has not let his imagination run totally wild. He has based his reconstructions on evidence such as. Nevertheless there is room for controversy over such things as whether the great hall was divided. The historian Taylor in his
article in the Antiquaries Journal 1995 discussed the possibility of there being divisions of the hall and the existence of a chapel at its eastern end. He points to evidence of three fireplaces and church furnishings being ordered for the castle. However, even if they were delivered can we be sure where they were used? Also
we might debate the chevron decoration Sorrell shows for which there seems to be no hard evidence and would have covered expensive sandstone brought from Chester that we know was used. Is this likely? Also why does Sorrell show the high table so far away from the fire? This again is surely unlikely because…


OCR Controlled Assessment
[SHP]
Task 1: History Around Us 
 ‘The site you have studied was typical of Xs at the time'. How far do you agree 
with this statement? 
Use the sources you have researched, and your knowledge of the site and its 
historical background to support and explain your answer.			 [50] 

Task 2: Modern World Study 
This task tests Assessment Objectives 1 (15 marks), 2 (20 marks) and 3 (15 marks). 
Explain how important X has been in creating the present situation in Y. 
Use the sources you have researched, and your knowledge of Y, to support and 
explain your answer. 								[50] 


Mark-Scheme

Band 1: Candidates:
• Demonstrate little relevant contextual knowledge
• Demonstrate limited ability to select and organise information
• Describe a few key features, reasons, results and changes of the societies, events, people and situations studied. The work contains some relevant material but this is not often deployed relevantly and there are no effective comparisons or links
• Extract some information from sources
• Describe a few surface features of representations and interpretations. 	[1-12]

Band 2: Candidates:
• Demonstrate some, but limited, contextual knowledge
• Select and organise some relevant material. This is only sometimes deployed relevantly
• Identify and describe key features, reasons, results and changes of the societies, events, people and situations studied but with little awareness of the broad context. There is some structure in the descriptions. Attempts are made at obvious points of comparison or links
• Attempt conclusions but these are asserted and not supported 
• Explicitly uses sources, but these are used uncritically (or attempts at evaluation are basic) and at face value and are not used to support arguments. Can identify some agreements and disagreements between sources
• Show understanding of representations and interpretations at a surface level. They can describe some features of the representations and interpretations. Can identify some differences/similarities. Can begin to identify some reasons for these differences although these will not be explained or supported. 		[13-23]

Band 3: Candidates:
• Demonstrate and select some relevant contextual knowledge and mostly deploy it relevantly to support parts of their answers 
• Select and organise mostly relevant information, much of it deployed relevantly
• Demonstrate some understanding of the key features, reasons, results and changes of the societies, events, people and situations studied with some awareness of the broad context. They produce structured descriptions and explanations. Reasonable comparisons/links are made and conclusions have some support although these are not always well substantiated
• Interpret some sources and make explicit use of sources to support arguments. They begin to evaluate the sources but this is often not integrated into their arguments
• Show some understanding of representations and interpretations. They demonstrate the ability to make some inferences from representations and interpretations and to explain the reasons for some of the more obvious differences and similarities between at least two representations and interpretations.  			[24-33]

Band 4: Candidates:
• Select and deploy mostly relevant and accurate contextual knowledge to support parts of their answers
• Select a range of relevant information which is generally wellorganised and deployed relevantly. They demonstrate a reasonable understanding of the significance of key features, reasons, results and changes of the societies, events, people and situations studied with awareness of the broad context. They have some understanding of interrelationships in the period studied. They can produce developed and reasoned and supported conclusions
• Effectively interpret, use and evaluate a range of sources. Evidence is used to support arguments and conclusions
• Show a satisfactory understanding of a range of representations and interpretations. They demonstrate the ability to interpret, and infer, from representations and interpretations, and to explain some differences and similarities across several representations and interpretations. Show some understanding of why sites/events/situations/people have been represented and interpreted in different/similar ways. They can make some valid
use of at least one of the following in their explanations: purpose, audience, context, medium, access to information.						[34-43]

Band 5: Candidates:
• Select and deploy a range of relevant and accurate contextual knowledge to effectively support their answers
• Select, organise and deploy effectively and relevantly a wide range of information to support their conclusions. They demonstrate a good understanding of key features, reasons, results and changes of the societies, events, people and situations studied. They demonstrate an awareness of the importance of the broad context and of interrelationships in the period studied. They produce welldeveloped, well-reasoned and well-supported conclusions
• Effectively and rigorously evaluate and use a broad range of sources in their historical context to investigate and to support effectively arguments and conclusions 
• Show a good understanding of a range of representations and interpretations. They demonstrate a high level of ability to interpret and infer from, representations and interpretations, and to clearly explain several differences and similarities across a range of
representations and interpretations. Show a good understanding of why sites/events/situations/people have been represented and interpreted in different/similar ways. They make good use of some of the following in their explanations: purpose, audience, context, medium, access to information.  	 [44-50]


Edexcel  Controlled Assessment

Part B i: Compare representations of history
Look at Representations 1 and 2. They are both representations of US attitudes to the
Vietnam war.  To what extent do these representations differ?			(10)



[bookmark: _GoBack]Target AO3b 10 marks
Level 1 Comprehends the surface features of the provided representations and selects material from them. Responses are descriptions, direct quotations, or paraphrases from one or more of the sources.								1-3

Level 2 Comprehends the provided representations and selects from them similarities and/or differences of detail. At low level two, there may be only one developed comparison, and other comparisons will be undeveloped or unsupported with material from the sources. 											4-7

Level 3 Analyses the sources and identifies a range of similarities and/or differences in representation. Uses precisely selected detail from the provided representations to support the explanation and makes a judgment about extent.				8-10



Part B ii: Analyse and evaluate representations of history
Study Representations 1 and 2 again and Representation 3 which your teacher will give
you.  Choose the one which you think is the best representation (i.e. portrayal) of US public
opinion and explain why.  In your response you should use all three representations and your own knowledge to explain your answer.					(20)



Target AO3b 20 marks
Level 1
Comprehends the surface features of the provided sources and selects material.
Offers simple judgments about the representation, and offers a limited amount of accurate information about the period in question. The material will be mostly generalised and linkage to the representation will be implicit.							1-5

Level 2
Comprehends the surface features of the provided sources and selects from them key features of the representations. 
Makes a judgment about the best representation and provides detailed and accurate material about the period in question, but with little linkage between description and judgment. Judgments may relate to the accuracy or comprehensiveness of the representation.									6-10

Level 3
Analyses the provided sources and shows some of the ways in which thepast situation has been represented. Uses detail from the providedsources to support the analysis.
Makes a critical evaluation of the representation based on well selectedinformation about the period in question and applying at least two clear criteria, for example, the author’s purpose or objectivity, or theaccuracy, comprehensiveness of the representation.		11-15

Level 4
Analyses the provided sources in order to show the way in which the past situation has been represented. Uses precisely selected detail from the provided sources to support the analysis.
Makes a critical evaluation of the representation based on precisely selected information about the period in question and applying at least three criteria, for example the author’s purposes or objectivity, or the comprehensiveness and / or accuracy of the representation.											16-20
