INTERPRETATIONS AT GCSE:  2010
What are the Examiners Looking for?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is the approach to an “Interpretations” (AO3) question from each Board?
· What is the hierarchy of responses adopted by each Chief Examiner?
· How would understanding of this hierarchy affect your teaching?
· Are these hierarchies the same?

AQA
Source C states that the Theory of the Four Humours was a good theory and changed
the way illnesses were treated.
Source D states that the theory hindered the development of medicine.
Why do you think these two interpretations disagree about the impact of the Theory of
the Four Humours?
Explain your answer using Sources C and D and your own knowledge.
9 marks

Target: Explaining differences between two interpretations (AO 6.1 and AO 6.3)
Level 1: Answer that describes the content or generalised answer
e.g. Source C says that the theory was a more natural medicine which was a
new idea and it lasted for over a thousand years, because it was so good.
Source D says it did not help the development of medicine, because it was
too simple.
1-3
Level 2: Answer based on simple reasoning for the disagreement/differences
e.g. these sources disagree because Source C is writing about the
development of medicine through time and stresses how the theory of the
four humours affected medical thinking for a long time.
Source D is more interested in its scientific nature and because the theory
was later shown to be incorrect scientifically, Source D has a negative
interpretation of its impact.
4-6
Level 3: Answer based on developed reasoning for the disagreement/differences
Such answers might consider the context of Source C emphasising the break
with earlier supernatural explanations, e.g. the anger of the gods and
treatment at an Asklepion, with Source D which emphasises its later use, and
how it then had a negative impact on later scientific approaches to medicine
because it held medicine back.
In the assessment grid, 2 out of the 9 marks are allocated to knowledge
(AO 6.1) This is reflected in the mark scheme with up to 2 marks given for
historical knowledge in each of levels 2 and 3.
7-9

OCR
Q6 ‘Liberal welfare reforms were introduced only because living and working conditions were terrible’. How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? 
Use details of the sources and your knowledge to explain your answer. 
Remember to identify the sources you use. 			12 marks 

Level 1 General answers unsupported by detail from the sources. 		1-2 
e.g. Improve living standards was one reason, but there were other reasons why reforms were introduced. 

Level 2 One-sided answer using relevant contextual knowledge unsupported by detail from the sources. 								2-3 
e.g. The statement is true because the poor physique of volunteers for the Boer War proved how bad conditions were, plus Rowntree’s survey of poverty in York. 
OR 
Uses the sources without addressing the question. 2-3 
e.g. Source A shows Lloyd George as a highwayman. 
Source B tells us that English workers were no match for Americans. 
Source C tells us that England was organised for nothing. 
OR 
One-sided answer based upon reference to the sources. 2-3 

Level 3 Balanced answer using relevant contextual knowledge unsupported by detail from the sources. 									4-5 
e.g. The statement is true because the poor physique of volunteers for the Boer War proved how bad conditions were, plus Rowntree’s survey of poverty in York. However, there were other reasons such as Liberal concern about Labour party success in the 1906 general election. 
OR 
Balanced answer based upon reference to the sources. 4-5 

Level 4 One-sided answer, with specified detailed support from the sources. 6-7 
e.g. The statement is true – in Source E Lloyd George said ‘we must act 
to help the poor. We must eliminate widespread poverty’. Source D shows the terrible conditions of matchbox makers. Source G shows Lloyd George with National Insurance plans to help workers who became sick. 
NB: If support from one source only do not reward at top of level. 

Level 5 Balanced answer, with specified detailed support from the sources. 8-10 
e.g. The statement is true – in Source E Lloyd George said ‘we must act 
to help the poor. We must eliminate widespread poverty’. Source D shows the terrible conditions of matchbox makers. Source G shows Lloyd George with National Insurance plans to help workers who became sick. 
However, there were other reasons: 
Fear of being unable to compete in international trade - Source B. 
Gain solid support for the government – Source C. 
Reforming an unjust society – Source F. 
NB: If support from one source per side only do not reward at top of level. 

Level 6 In addition to Level 5, addresses ‘how far?’/evaluates sources. 	11-12

EDEXCEL
(d) Study all the Sources.
‘The main way of controlling the young in Nazi Germany in the years 1933-39 was the
Hitler Youth movement’.
Use these sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this
view.
(12)
Target: Making a judgement about an interpretation, relating analysis of sources to
contextual knowledge (AO1) & (AO3)
NB: USE OF SOURCES/OWN KNOWLEDGE ONLY MAX L2/6
Level 1: Simple statements offering points using sources OR own knowledge OR both, e.g.
Source C suggests that the Hitler Youth movement was popular with the young.
(1-3)

Level 2: Developed statements offering points in support OR against the view using sources
and own knowledge, sources used to show yes/no but material not selected
extensively. Some recall to support case. OR developed responses using sources
only OR developed responses using own knowledge. (Implicit reference to the
sources for top of level). e.g. As level 1 but uses knowledge of the Hitler Youth
and its effects.
(4-7)

Level 3: Developed explanation giving a judgement making explicit and confident use of the
sources and supported by selected knowledge. e.g. as level 2 but with reference to
Source B and further own knowledge OR may look at other reasons for Nazi control
using Sources D, E and F and own knowledge OR questions effectiveness of Hitler
Youth using Source A and own knowledge.
(8-10)

Level 4: Sustained argument reviewing alternative views and making a balanced judgement
using the sources and supported by precisely selected knowledge, e.g. as level 3
but focus on inter-action between variety of factors including youth movements,
education, propaganda, the police state and the appeal of Hitler and the Nazis.
