
A HISTORY OF INTERPRETATIONS IN THE HISTORY KS3 CURRICULUM (from Chris Culpin)

1990: The First National Curriculum
Attainment Target 2:  

Understanding points of view and interpretations of History
Level 1:  Respond to stories about the past

Level 2: Recognise that there can be more than one version of an historical event

Level 3: Comment on the nature of variations in the versions of an historical event.

Level 4: Recognise that accounts of the past often disagree for valid reasons

Level 5: Understand some general reasons why there are different interpretations of historical issues

Level 6: Recognise that people influence interpretations of an historical issue in specific ways

Level 7: Demonstrate an awareness of the relationship between historical accounts and the sources used to compile them

Level 8: Evaluate historical interpretations in terms of distortion

Level 9: Discuss a range of problems and issues encountered when trying to make history “objective”

Level 10: Demonstrate understanding that values and interpretations affect historians in their assessment of historical issues.

1993: NCC Guidance 
	Type of interpretation
	Examples

	Academic
	Books & journals

Excavation reports

Lectures

	Educational
	Textbooks

Museums

TV documentaries

Artist’s interpretations

	Fictional
	Novels

Feature films

TV dramas

Plays

	Popular
	Folk wisdom

Theme parks

Nostalgic depictions in advertising

	Personal
	Personal reflections


1995: Dearing Review:   One Attainment Target.

[Curriculum 2000: no change to interpretations assessment.]
2004: Ofsted Conference 
In learning how and why historical events, people, situations and changes have been interpreted in different ways, pupils should:
· know that, with exceptions, historians seek to establish the truth about people, events and changes
· understand the reasons why historians come to different conclusions
· gain knowledge and understanding of the periods and people they have studied, but also realise that there are other interpretations
· see how some histories have been used for purposes such as propaganda, profit or self-aggrandisement
· know that much of what they read or view about the past is fiction. It does not observe the evidential rules of history
· know that some fiction is of value because the context is authentic
· know that many representations of the past are worthless as history, and the motives of those who created it are to do with entertainment, profit or propaganda.
... In learning about evaluating interpretations, pupils should:
· know how to identify the internal evidence from the interpretation they are considering
· be able to make inferences from the comparison of different interpretations
· understand how the interpretation is affected by the context in which it was created
· make judgements on the effectiveness of a history written as propaganda
· understand the role of history where the context is unhistorical
· make an informed judgement about the interpretation, which, depending on the type in question, might include objectivity, completeness, accuracy, or the extent of these things. 
2008: National Curriculum:
“People represent and interpret the past in many different ways, including in pictures, plays, films, reconstructions, museum displays, and fictional and non-fictional accounts. Interpretations reflect the circumstances in which they are made, the available evidence, and the intentions of those who make them (e.g. writers, archaeologists, historians and film-makers).” 


